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Articles
Non-European Musical
Compositions Today:
Reflections of  an
Argentine Composer

by Fernando Maglia (Argentina)
Translated by Orlando Musumeci

A General Historical  background
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The Second  Half of the Twentieth
Century: Acceleration, Assimilation
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1  The presence of the staff notation and other
elements of Western art music in the Islamic
countries of Africa, such as Egypt, needs to be
explained in other ways than by the impact of
Christianity, for example the proximity of North
Africa to Europe and the centuries-old
interaction between Europe and North Africa.
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2  Mason 1959: 468

3  I am grateful to Andrew Weintraub who drew
my attention to this idiom.

4  Bartok seems to be a role model for African
composers in general. See, for example, El-
Kholy 1993: 29; Elsner 1993: 172; and Maconie
1976: 14.
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1  See, for example, Elizabeth Brown's
Migration  (Bang on A Can Live Vol. 2, CRI CD
646, 1993) in which Brown performs on the
shakuhachi  along with a Western string trio, or
Anthony Davis' opera X: The Life and Times of
Malcolm X   (Gramavision R2-79470, 1992),
which incorporates composed and improvised
musics from jazz and classical traditions. Chen
Yi's experience spans Chinese music and
Western classical tradition, both of which she
has explored in her compositions; similarly,
Evan Ziporyn has studied gamelan seriously
and combined Western instruments with
gamelan orchestra.

2 All succeeding quotations without individual
footnotes are taken from the liner notes.
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1  With the exception of the Ashenafi Kebede entry, the list is reprinted from Intercultural Music  1.
Edited by Cynthia Tse Kimberlin and Akin Euba. London and Bayreuth: Centre for Intercultural
Music Arts and Bayreuth African Studies Series.
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